
Minsk, 18 May 2011



International Visegrad Fund = 
= support of V4 cooperation

� established in 2000 with the seat in Bratislava 
(Slovak Republic)

� the Fund as the concrete means of the 
cooperation

� support of movement of people and ideas

� instrument of V4 foreign policy
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Basic Facts about the Fund:

� the only organization of the Visegrad Group

� to date the Fund has supported about
3,000 grant projects, 
1,000 scholarships and over
100 artist residencies

� annual budget: €6,000,000 
(i.e. €1.5 million per V4 country)
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Approved budget for 2011—€6,582,510 in total
(incl. €582,510 as surplus)

2011 Budget Breakdown
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Visegrad Scholarship Program

2011 Budget: €1,448,000
380 semesters

Deadline: 31 January

� Master’s and Post-Master’s levels
� Study/research periods for 1 or 2 semesters

(Except for the Master’s level within the In-Coming scheme in which 
it is possible to apply for 1- to 4-semester scholarships.)

� Financial support for both scholars and host 
universities + possibility of travel grants
(Scholarships: €2,300/sem./scholar, €1,500/sem./host university.)

� Applications evaluated by independent experts
from V4 countries
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Types of Scholarships:
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OUT-GOING SCHOLARSHIPS 
(V4 scholars studying in AL, AM, AZ, BA, BY, GE, HR, MD, MK, ME, RS and UA; the 
same rules are applicable to Kosovar universities) 

INTRA-VISEGRAD SCHOLARSHIPS
(V4 scholars studying at V4 universities) 

IN-COMING SCHOLARSHIPS
(scholars from AL, AM, AZ, BA, GE, HR, MD, MK, ME, RU and RS to study at V4
universities; the same rules are applicable to Kosovar scholars)

Ukrainian Scholarships
(60 semesters annually for scholars from Ukraine to study at V4 universities) 

Belarusian Scholarships
(60 semesters annually for scholars from Belarus to study at V4 universities)

More: www.visegradfund.org/scholarships/



Visegrad Scholarships at OSA

Launched in 2010 as a joint project between 
the Fund and the OSA Archivum Budapest 
(Open Society Archives)

• 10 fellowships annually (8 x V4, 2 x non-V4)
• max. research periods of 2 months
• €2,000/project
• no regular deadline (continuous submissions)

More: http://visegradfund.org/scholarships/osa/
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2011 Budget: €280,000

Deadline: 10 November

� Grant for the development and launching 
of outstanding Visegrad-related 
university courses or degree programs

� Lump-sum, one-time support
(€15,000/course, €50,000/degree program)

More/contact:  
http://www.visegradfund.org/grants/VUSG/

Visegrad University Studies Grant
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Supported Fields of 
Project Activities*

� Cultural Cooperation (ca. 50%)

� Scientific Exchange and Research (ca. 18%)

� Education (ca. 13%)

� Youth Exchanges (ca. 11%)

� Cross-Border Cooperation (ca. 6%)

� Promotion of Tourism (ca. 2%)
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* Every project should be recognizable in one of the fields but can 
in fact fall in any category of activity (e.g. environment, sports 
and leisure, social affairs, publishing, etc.).



Grant eligibility

� having a project with Visegrad feature

� not directly funded from state budget 
(main recipients: NGOs, municipalities, schools, private 
companies, individual citizens, etc.)

� involvement of project partners from at least 
3 V4 countries (i.e. an organizer + min. 2 partners)

� securing at least 30% of project budget from 
other sources (financial or in-kind contributions)
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How to apply? (Part 1)

� Do you have a V4-related idea?
� nearly every idea can be realized

� consider the type of program for applying

� the more joint activities, the better

� Do you have partners in V4 countries?
� the key condition

� three is a must, but involving all four countries 
is highly recommended
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� fill out the on-line application form

� original declarations from project partners 
(letters of intent) and from other donors
(sponsors, foundations)

� copies of ID documents of the applicant and 
the project partners (registry print-outs, copies 
of passports)

How to apply? (Part 2)
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General grant conditions:
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• grants cover up to 70% project costs

• reimbursements in tranches with the possibility of  
advance payments (up to 80% of project costs)

• 5% overhead costs

• costs documented through copies of invoices and bills

• separate bank account for the purposes of the grant project

• project website (with unique URL)

• updating press releases and the calendar of events 
for every project event



� Capital Investments
(acquiring equipment for the projects)

� Own Indirect Costs
(utilities, telephone bills, etc.)

� Internal Costs and Expences
(with the exception of up to 5% overhead costs)

� Employments Ruled by the Labor Code
(including all other related costs, e.g. per diems, social 
funds, etc.)

Non-refundable project costs:
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� Printing and publishing costs
� Rent of premises and related technical services
� Fees for experts, fees for artists
� Accommodation and board
� Transport costs
� Translation, interpretation costs
� Awards and prizes
� Office supplies and promotional material
� Advertising costs
� Website design and update, etc.

Refundable project costs:
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Frequently made mistakes:

• copies of the letters of intent (original documents 
necessary)

• Wrong ID documents (official registries of the statistical 
offices, district courts or interior ministries are eligible—simple 
copies are enough)

• unclear V4 feature (missing “Visegrad added value”)

• unclear role of project partners

• dates of project events too close to the
announcement of the grant selection results 

• absence of proper acknowledgement of the Fund’s 
support (missing logo, website links, etc.)
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� 2011 Budget: €540,000
� Deadlines: 1 March, 1 June,  

1 September, 1 December

� Contractual period: 6 months 
� Supported amounts: up to €5,000
� Approval period: up to 40 working days 

(the project cannot start sooner)

More information: 
www.visegradfund.org/grants/small_grants/
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Small Grants



� 2011 Budget: €2,200,000

� Deadlines: 15 March, 15 September

� Contractual period: 12 months

� Supported amounts: more than €5,001
(on average ca. €9,000–10,000 per project)

� Approval period: up to 50 working days
(the project cannot start sooner)

More information: 
www.visegradfund.org/grants/standard_grants/
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Standard Grants



� 2011 Budget: €400,000

� Deadline: 16 May

� Cooperation of all V4 countries

� Contractual period: 12–36 months 

� Supported amounts unlimited 
(on average ca. €30,000 per project)

� Approval period: up to 50 working days
(the project cannot start sooner)

More information: 
www.visegradfund.org/grants/strategic_grants/

Visegrad Strategic Program
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Visegrad Strategic Program
2011 Priorities:

� Internal Cohesion of the Visegrad Group (V4)

� Promotion of V4 in Central Europe and the EU 
as part of the V4’s 20th Anniversary

� Social Inclusion of the Roma Population

� Youth and Sports Exchanges
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� A 3-month residency program for V4 artists
to work in other V4 countries 

� 2011 Budget: €108,000

� 2011 Deadline: 10 September

More: www.visegradfund.org/residencies/

Visegrad Artists Residency Program
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VARP in New York

� 3-month artist residencies for V4 artists at 
Triangle Arts Assoc. in Brooklyn, NY

� Stipend: €4,000

More: www.visegradfund.org/residencies/newyork/
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2010 in 
numbers:

Grant programs:

• 133 Small Grants

• 253 Standard Grants

• 8 Strategic Grants

• 10 VUSG grants

• 4 Visegrad+ grants

Individual programs:

• 23 VARP residencies

• 187 scholarships

In total: €4,980,290



Deadline Overview:

31 January Visegrad Scholarship Program

1 March Small Grants 

15 March Standard Grants

16 May Visegrad Strategic Program

1 June Small Grants 

1 September Small Grants 

10 September Visegrad Artist Residency Program 

15 September Standard Grants

10 November Visegrad University Studies Grant

1 December Small Grants 
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Inquiries/Consultations:

Address: Kráľovské údolie 8
811 02 Bratislava
Slovak Republic

Tel.: +421 259 203 811
Fax: +421 259 203 805

E-mail: info@visegradfund.org
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Thank you!
Děkujeme!
Köszönjük!

Dziękujemy!
Ďakujeme!


